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INTRODUCTION
At the time you’re reading these lines, the Fundació Crèdit Andorrà will be busy celebrating its
25th anniversary. A quarter of a century committed to Andorran society with the foremost aim of
contributing to the country’s growth and serving the people who live there.
The economic situation in which the countries around us currently find themselves has also impacted
our own country. Nevertheless, the Fundació Crèdit Andorrà believes it’s important to maintain our
work within generous limits because it is precisely in such adverse situations that the contribution of
institutions such as our own becomes even more vital for the overall well-being of the population.
That’s why we believe our slogan is more meaningful than ever: At the service of people.
The work we’ve carried out is a reflection of our character and has focused on three broad areas:
education and training, social action and cultural promotion. Under the slogan At the service of
education, we strive to ensure that training, learning and the enhancement of knowledge help any
individual to acquire the tools that will be essential in their development, both in personal and
professional terms. For the Foundation’s Board of Trustees, all these elements are key to our decision to
continue supporting already established initiatives and promoting new ones. The aid offered through
our scholarship programmes, our collaboration with the University of Andorra and the selection of the
second winner of the Calvó Armengol Prize, which rewards research into economics and social science
carried out by scientists aged under 40, are just some of the actions carried out in this area.
Under the framework of At the service of society, we have continued to support and promote a range of
initiatives to help improve the situation, at an individual and group level, of various segments of the
population, especially the most vulnerable. Senior citizens and those affected by diseases of great social
concern have once again been the main focus of the work we have carried out, without forgetting our
support for organisations and associations.
At the service of culture is the third essential area of activity for the Fundació Crèdit Andorrà. Our line of
work in this area has continued to centre on the creative world, especially on music and stage arts. Our
role as trustees of the Andorran National Classical Orchestra Foundation and the Andorran National
Stage Foundation, as well as our participation in the Ordino Festivals Association and collaboration
with the Arch-Priesthood of Andorra (which makes the International Organ Cycle possible) are
examples of our ongoing direct involvement in raising the awareness of and promoting these creative
activities.
In all these actions we have borne in mind the aims expressed in our founding principles, namely to
make education and the dissemination of knowledge the core of our work. To this end, and in spite of
acting in a range of spheres, we have always prioritised initiatives that contribute to the well-being of
the whole community.
The following pages provide more details on the work we carried out in 2011. In doing so, we have
renewed our commitment to serve, to place ourselves at the disposal of the society that has allowed us
to grow and enjoy a significant presence in this country that, together, we can all help to advance.
Board of Trustees of Fundació Crèdit Andorrà
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At the service of education

40% OF THE
FOUNDATION’S
INVESTMENT IS
IN EDUCATION

5 STUDENTS
HAVE BENEFITTED
FROM SCHOLARSHIPS

40%

271 students and professionals have taken a training course
Roland Fryer Jr. was chosen as the winner of the second
Calvó Armengol International Prize

A

well-trained society takes a more active role in constructing the present and is more committed
to developing its future; that’s why the Fundació Crèdit Andorrà has always believed in the
value of training to help society progress. Since the foundation was set up in 1987, the essence
of our work has been a desire to serve our country and its people, with training as the backbone to all
the initiatives carried out in our three areas of action: education, society and culture.
One of the great intangible assets of a country are citizens that are appropriately trained and to a good
level. Although access to basic education is compulsory for all children, the Fundació Crèdit Andorrà
believes that efforts must also be made to ensure all young people who demonstrate a capacity for and
interest in higher education and scientific research should be given the chance to fulfil their potential,
thereby boosting this intangible asset and helping our human talent to grow, placing the expertise
acquired at the service of the country.
As in previous years, one of the Fundation’s key areas of work in education has been the awarding of
scholarships for taking postgraduate courses or carrying out research. Also of note is the selection of
the second winner of the Calvó Armengol International Prize and the continuation of the cooperation
agreement with the University of Andorra.

THE PROFESSIONALS OF TOMORROW
Fundació Crèdit Andorrà Scholarships
Fundació Crèdit Andorrà Scholarships are awarded every year to four university students from Andorra
or resident in the country for at least five years who have finished their studies and wish to continue
their postgraduate training abroad, be they masters, doctorates or post-doctorates. With an allowance
of up to 35,000 euros per student and academic year, the scholarships help to cover academic costs for
further studies in any discipline at three European Higher Education Area universities and one outside
the EHEA. A total of 173 students have benefitted from the programme since 1988, whose aim is to
contribute to the personal and professional growth of the country’s young people.

173

35,000

up to
€
per scholarship
per year

+

scholarships
awarded since
1988

4,000,000 €
awarded since the
programme started
in 1988
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In 2011, three young people were awarded scholarships by the Fundation to take postgraduate courses.
One of them will take a masters in Trade and International Economic Relations at the European
University of Madrid. The other two scholarships have been awarded for doctorate programmes, one
in Bioengineering at the Chemistry Institute of Sarrià and another in Linguistic Communication and
Multilingual Mediation at the Pompeu Fabra University, both in Barcelona.

Josep Peralba, Chief Executive Officer of the Grup Crèdit Andorrà, and Antoni Pintat, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Fundació Crèdit Andorrà, with the students awarded scholarships in 2011: Berta Llorente, Carlos Francisco and Mònica Tarrès

Fundació Crèdit Andorrà Scholarship Holders Association
As has been the case since the Fundació Crèdit Andorrà Scholarship Holders Association was founded
in 1995, in 2011 we also gave our support to the actions carried out by this organisation. Particularly of
note were the talks given by the specialist in biology and sports medicine Carme Mombiedro, a former
holder of a foundation scholarship, entitled Body awareness. Measures to learn how to look after it.

179 participants
Talk Body awareness.
Measures to learn how to look after it

Fulbright scholarships
The Fundació Crèdit Andorrà has also taken part in sponsoring two scholarships from the Fulbright
2011-2012 programme, aimed at young graduates from the country that wish to pursue postgraduate
courses at North American universities; these scholarships are awarded as part of the cooperation
agreement signed between the governments of the Principality of Andorra and the United States of
America. One of the two scholarship students will finish an MBA this academic year at Vanderbilt
University and the other a masters in International Relations at Columbia University.
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CALVÓ ARMENGOL INTERNATIONAL PRIZE

I

n its second edition, the Calvó Armengol International Prize, set up in 2008 by the government
of Andorra, the Fundació Crèdit Andorrà and Barcelona GSE in memory of the young Andorran
researcher and former holder of a scholarship from the Antoni Calvó Armengol Foundation,
has rewarded the work carried out by Professor Roland Fryer Jr. for his research analysing race and
inequality and the role played by these parameters in social interaction, specifically in children and
adolescents. A Robert M. Beren Professor of Economics at Harvard University and associate researcher
at the National Bureau of Economic Research, Fryer has also focused on the relationship between
people’s race and their behaviour.
This prize is biennial and rewards an economist or social scientist aged under 40 for their contribution
to the study of social interaction. The first Prize, given in 2009, recognised the research carried out by
Professor Esther Duflo.

Roland Fryer Jr., winner of the second Calvó Armengol International Prize

COOPERATION WITH THE UNIVERSITY
OF ANDORRA

T

he cooperation between the University of Andorra and the Fundació Crèdit Andorrà, which
began in 2011, has helped to support the educational work carried out by this centre of
higher education.

The first collaborative activity, forming part of the higher professional studies cycle, led to the seminar
entitled The new fiscal framework in the Principality and its impact on the fiscal economic management
of firms, aimed both at students on the business administration diploma course at the University of
Andorra and also professionals wishing to refresh their business management skills.
Under the biennial programme of refresher courses on Andorran law given at the University of
Andorra, in 2011 we also collaborated with the course Refresher on professional ethics for lawyers: the
procedural perspective, aimed both at practising lawyers and law students and also open to professionals
from other specialities.
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Prize-giving for the Postgraduate Diplomas in Andorran Law and the Refresher Course on Social Law

Also worthy of the foundation’s support was the continued training course entitled Open opera. This
initiative, offered by the Gran Teatre del Liceu in Barcelona, provides students with a live feed from
a range of performances from the Liceu throughout the academic year, as well as improving people’s
knowledge of the particular features of the genre of opera through specific talks and presentations
before these performances are shown.

Higher professional studies cycle
The new fiscal framework in the
Principality and its impact on the fiscal
economic management of firms
Refresher courses on Andorran law
Refresher on professional ethics for lawyers:
the procedural perspective (2011-2012)
Postgraduate in Andorran Law (2010-2011)
Social Law (2010-2011)
Open Opera programme
2010-2011 academic year
2011-2012 academic year
Midwife training
2010-2011 academic year
2011-2012 academic year
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27 university students
36 professionals
16
26
35
62
65
2
2

students
students
students

students
students

students
students

At the service of society

35% OF THE
FOUNDATION’S
INVESTMENT IS
IN SOCIETY

THE L’ESPAI OPENED
ITS DOORS TO
955 PEOPLE
IN 2011

35%
686 people have benefitted from the Up-to-date health
programme
1,500 people took part in the fun run
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T

he world economic situation we’re facing means that, now more than ever, actions to promote
social well-being must be carried out appropriately. The Foundation’s social programmes have
always merited special attention but, under the current circumstances, our commitment has
become even more evident in this field.
In 2011 we continued the previously initiated lines of work, with programmes aimed at senior citizens
and also those related to Up-to-date health. We have also maintained and extended our cooperation
with the Andorra Special Olympics federation as part of the Breaking down barriers programme, as well
as with Càritas Andorrana in the project Let’s nourish hope, to reinforce our support for social actions
that are in line with the foundation’s own values.

A SENIOR FORCE

I

n 2011, we renewed and reinforced our longstanding commitment towards senior citizens to
continue promoting a number of actions aimed at improving the quality of life of this segment of
the population; the idea is to propose activities and initiatives of interest to them and offer them
information that might be of use in their day-to-day lives. Consequently, being present at the Saló de
la Gent Gran (Senior Citizen Fair) in Escaldes-Engordany helps to reaffirm our support for activities
aimed at this group.

1,500

More than
people
at the Senior Citizen Fair

L’espai
The chance to have permanent facilities where senior citizens can take part in training activities that
also function as a superb meeting place is an essential factor in the elderly being able to duly express
and externalise their interests and concerns. That’s why we’ve continued to prioritise our promotion
of the L’espai, the foundation’s centre dedicated to senior citizens, with more than 955 registrations
in 2011 for the different courses, workshops and other activities programmed, and also where the
Associació de la Gent Gran Voluntària (Senior Citizens Voluntary Association) has been able to further
its participation and solidarity.
Number of L’espai participants
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2009

2010

2011

Computer courses and workshops

484

405

426

Other workshops and talks

413

392

529

897

797

955

6,110 registrations

since the L’espai started in 1999

L’espai computer centre
The courses and workshops aimed at people over 60 contained on the training programme to get to
know or further their knowledge of new technologies and the world of computing have continued to
enjoy high levels of participation. In addition to computer courses for beginners (Windows operating
system and Word text processing), intermediate (internet) and advanced learners (data management
and spreadsheet programs), there have also been workshops related to specific applications. Of note
are those on presentations and animations (PowerPoint), photography (with two workshops, basic
and advanced, on Photoshop), digital video editing and photographic presentations (PowerDirector),
as well as workshops on applying new technologies to social networks, such as Facebook, and also the
new blog creation workshop. 426 people signed up for the different computer courses and workshops.

L’espai media library
The senior citizen programme also includes other activities that have been carried out at the L’espai
media library. In addition to the well-established drama workshops (culminating with the participation
of 14 students in a public performance of two plays) and the workshop on mobile phone use, L’espai
has also held a course on Andorran history and institutions, one on Catalan writing, another on oral
Catalan and another on English. In terms of talks, as well as those focusing on various issues of general
interest, such as the Andorran Social Security system, the new indirect taxes in the Principality and the
Earth’s biodiversity, 2011 also saw a cycle of talks whose core theme was healthy ageing: Nutrition and
cholesterol, Memory food, What is postural hygiene?, Tackling incontinence, Foods and mood, Nutrition to
look after our defences and Preventing lumbago. The purpose of the cycle has been to provide information
and knowledge on this area, as well as present the most appropriate habits to be able to age healthily.
529 people benefitted from the activities carried out at the L’espai media library.

A scene from the play by the L’espai drama group
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L’espai volunteers centre
The work carried out by the Senior Citizens Voluntary Association (AVIM) also used the L’espai as its
nerve centre. This Association has benefitted from the support of more than 240 volunteers, who have
continued to assist the monitor for the different courses and workshops, as well as carrying out the
Association’s own initiatives, a remarkable addition to the actions organised by the foundation in order
to promote the L’espai media library. Two examples of this are the quarterly newsletter and cultural
excursions.

UP-TO-DATE HEALTH

I

nforming the population about diseases and complaints of great social concern, raising the awareness of citizens regarding the specific consequences and improving the quality of life of those
directly or indirectly affected are the main goals set by the Fundació Crèdit Andorrà in the area of
health.
In this respect, we have once again held workshops and widened the scope of the complaints that, under
the slogan of Up-to-date health, form part of this line of work. One example of this is the inclusion of
the complex world of allergies.

Multiple sclerosis
In 2011, the collaboration of the Fundació Crèdit Andorrà with the Trana Multiple Sclerosis association
helped to offer those affected by the disease the chance to take part in two different initiatives: on
the one hand, to receive individual therapy by rehabilitation specialists and, on the other, to attend
collective workshops on cognitive stimulation, including psycho-educational sessions and strategies to
tackle the illness. Also in collaboration with Trana, and as part of the same programme, the foundation
presented the talk entitled Loving relationships and sexuality in multiple sclerosis, given by psychologist
Maria Lluïsa Curcoll.

Breast cancer
As part of the programme for diseases of great social concern, the Fundació Crèdit Andorrà and
the Alba Group of the Women of Andorra Association organised a cycle of workshops in 2011 to
reduce the stress of women with breast cancer. These workshops, held over five sessions and given by
the doctor in physiology, Marta Santuré, were presented as an experimental, interactive programme
proposing different techniques to reduce the feelings of stress or anxiety that are often inherent in
treating the disease and the new situation, both personal and social, that must be faced by the
women concerned.
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Diabetes
The problems faced by diabetic children in their day-to-day lives was the subject of the informative
talk The diabetic child at school, organised by the Fundació Crèdit Andorrà together with the Andorran
Diabetics Association and given by the doctor in paediatrics, Ignacio Díez López. The specialist presented
different practical solutions to suitably tackle the range of conditioning factors and limitations (eating,
physical exercise, hypoglycaemia, glucose checks and administering insulin) involved with this illness
that are often difficult to resolve, by the child, in a school environment.

Allergies
Together with the Association of People with Food Allergies and Intolerances of Andorra, and with the
collaboration of the government, in March 2011 the Foundation organised its second Allergy Seminar
in Andorra. With this action we have initiated a new line of work in the field of programmes related to
diseases of great social concern within the Up-to-date health programme.
Allergies affect a quarter of the population of Andorra and more than half are respiratory, a reason why
one of the themed blocks of the seminar was aimed at analysing these specific complaints. The other block
was dedicated to food allergies, also impacting heavily on those suffering from this complaint in Andorra.

Fibromyalgia
The talk Fibromyalgia at first hand, organised by the Foundation in collaboration with the Association
of Sufferers from Rheumatism, Fibromyalgia and Chronic Fatigue Syndrome and given by Maria Àngels
Mestre, who herself has been diagnosed with fibromyalgia and chronic fatigue syndrome, helped those
affected by this illness that is so little known and difficult to treat by informing them directly of new
ways to tackle and overcome it based on the sufferer’s own personal attitude.

Participants at the talk on fibromyalgia given by Maria Àngels Mestre
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Celiac disease
Prevention often plays a key role in limiting the action and effects of some diseases. This principle,
specifically related to celiac disease, was developed by Doctor Gemma Castillejo in her talk Celiac disease.
Do you know everything?, given thanks to the initiative of the Foundation and the Andorran Celiac Disease
Association. One of the main aspects covered was the work being carried out by European researchers to
discover whether it is possible to reduce the risk of suffering from this complaint by introducing gluten
during breastfeeding and thereby orally immunise babies.

Mental diseases
The risky behaviour of young people and adolescents was one of the issues covered by clinical
psychologist Jordi Royo at the talk organised by the Foundation entitled The rebels of well-being. Keys
to communication with the new adolescents. In this act, aimed at the general public, the expert in dual
pathology (the association of one addiction with another mental illness) analysed how social changes
presented new challenges in our relations with young people. He also described which aspects should
be taken into account in order to narrow the generation gap in families, at a time when the school
educational environment is more oriented towards results than formative values.

Jordi Royo in the talk on mental diseases

Details of attendance to the talks and workshops

Talk on diabetes
Talk on fibromyalgia
Talk on celiac disease
Talk on mental diseases
Workshop on multiple sclerosis
Workshop on breast cancer
Seminar on allergies
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76 participants
170 participants
56 participants
281 participants
8 participants
15 participants
80 participants

Healthy habits
As part of the National strategy for nutrition, sport and health, the government and the Fundació
Crèdit Andorrà once again organised the National Sport for Everyone Day in May 2011.

1,500 participants

in the fun run for the National Sport for Everyone Day

In addition to the activities that took place throughout the seminar at the MICG Stadium, given by the
associations of dieticians, diabetics, celiac and food allergy and intolerance sufferers, the main event for
this celebration was the Second Illa Carlemany Prize Fun Run. Under the slogan Move for your health
– Move for the food bank, the race attracted almost 1,500 people who actively participated in this event
to promote healthy habits and solidarity, as the proceeds from selling the commemorative tee shirts for
this awareness-raising event on the benefits of sport went entirely to the Càritas Andorrana Food Bank.

The second fun run as its passes through the streets of Andorra la Vella
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BREAKING DOWN BARRIERS
Andorra Special Olympics
In 2011, the Fundació Crèdit Andorrà also continued to provide its support for the activities carried
out by the Andorra Special Olympics Federation, based on the collaboration agreement taken out
between the two organisations in 2007, with the main aim of offering all those suffering from
some kind of mental disability the chance to play sport.
Particular mention should be made for the meet held to reward all those members of this federation
and particularly the athletes who took part in the 2011 Summer Games in Athens.

82 participants

Andorra Special Olympics Meet

As sponsors of the Andorra Special Olympics federation, in 2011 we provided the athletes with
specific equipment.

Moment from the meet between the members of the Andorra Special Olympics federation

20

LET’S NOURISH HOPE
Càritas Andorrana
The main result in 2011 from the Foundation’s collaboration with Càritas Andorrana was the
publication of the study Andorra: diagnòstic social 2010 (Andorra: social diagnosis 2010), a work that
analyses the socio-demographic characteristics of the Andorran population and its socio-economic
situation, as well as the vulnerability and degrees of integration of foreigners living in the Principality.
This publication offers a faithful, detailed image of the country’s social reality.

600 copies published
Andorra: diagnòstic social 2010

X-ray of the situation of Andorran society

21%
OF HOMES

are in a precarious
economic situation

17%
OF HOMES

are in a vulnerable
social situation

26%
IS THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN
the salary of a woman
and that of a man

+50%
OF THE POPULATION
can save

:)
THE POPULATION
IS SATISFIED
with the social services

:(
THE POPULATION
IS NOT SATISFIED
with pensions
or housing
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At the service of culture

25% OF THE
FOUNDATION’S
INVESTMENT IS
IN CULTURE

25%

7,259 PARTICIPANTS
IN THE ACTS PROGRAMMED

5,347

people
at the concerts

1,912

people at the
plays

837 school children have taken part in pedagogical training
on music or drama: 776 in music and 61 in drama

O

nce again the work related to cultural programmes has warranted particular attention from
the Foundation. We believe we must maintain our work in support of culture as it can provide
all citizens with the essential elements for their personal growth and commitment to society.

In 2011, the Fundació Crèdit Andorrà decided to continue its programmes related to disseminating
music and stage arts as priorities. Our contribution to music involved taking part, as sponsors, in
the Andorran National Classical Orchestra Foundation and the Ordino Festivals Association, as
well as collaborating with the Arch-Priesthood of Andorra to bring about the International Organ
Cycle. In stage arts, we were also directly involved as a patron of the Andorran National Stage
Foundation (ENA).

OUR MUSIC, EVERYONE’S HERITAGE
Andorran National Classical Orchestra Foundation (ONCA)
In 2011, the main challenge facing the patrons of the ONCA Foundation, made up of the government
and the Fundació Crèdit Andorrà, was provided by the eighteenth season of this programme, offering
performances and activities by the ONCA and the Andorran National Youth Chamber Orchestra
(Jonca) at a high level.

ONCA in Andorra
In January, the ONCA took part in the inauguration ceremony for the Catalan capital of culture at
Escaldes-Engordany, performing two Catalan dances or sardanes, one by Joan Roure and the other by
Daniel Areny.
After performing in its classical formation at the Narciso Yepes Festival, covered in another section,
the traditional Concert de Santa Cecília (Santa Cecília Concert) was the ONCA’s second appearance
in Andorra, this time in its chamber format. For the occasion it shared the stage of the National
Auditorium in Ordino with the orchestra from the Institute of Music of the Comú (town council)
of Andorra la Vella to offer a repertoire made up of pieces by Telemann, Waignein, Elgar, Schubert,
Haydn, Tchaikovsky, Jenkins and Gardel.
The ONCA’s last performance as a chamber orchestra in Andorra was in December, at the Congress
Centre in Andorra la Vella, as part of the Concert de Nadal (Christmas Concert). On this occasion,
the children’s and young people’s choirs of the Principality of Andorra also took part in this now
traditional event, essentially by performing Christmas songs. Under the direction of the concert master
Gerard Claret, the ONCA introduced this concert with the piece Divertimento in D major, K 136, by
W. A. Mozart.
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Details of attendance to the ONCA concerts

800
participants

283
participants

850
participants

Inauguration ceremony
of the Catalan capital of
culture

Concert de
Santa Cecília

Concert de Nadal

The ONCA abroad
In 2011, between the months of March and May, the chamber format of the ONCA also presented a cycle
of concerts at the Palau de la Música Catalana, now in its seventh year. As always, there were four concerts
in this cycle. In the first, L’ONCA estrena (ONCA introduces), the orchestra collaborated with percussion
soloist Carme Garrigó to perform works by P. Katzow, Ll. Benejam and L. Janácek.
ˇ In the second concert,
L’ONCA convida (ONCA invites), the orchestra performed with Àlex Baiget and Ricard Casañ on the
trumpet, playing works by J. M. Ledair, J. B. Loeillet, F. Mendelssohn, F. Manfredini and R. Lamote de
Grignon. In the concert that ended the cycle at the Palau, L’ONCA proposa (ONCA proposes), the orchestra
performed pieces by A. Piazzola, with Gerard Claret as its soloist.
The orchestra returned to the Palau de la Música Catalana, on this occasion accompanied by the Palau
Chamber Choir, to offer a recital of works by J. S. Bach and F. Mendelssohn under the baton of Jordi
Casas i Bayer.

990 participants
Seventh cycle of concerts at the Palau
de la Música Catalana

Particularly of note among the other ONCA performances abroad in 2011 was the concert performed
together with Montserrat Caballé and Al Bano under the direction of Alterisio Paoletti, as the guest
orchestra at the 25th Peralada Castle Festival. The orchestra, in its classical formation, performed a
range of pieces, from well-known Italian pop songs to several opera arias.
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This was the first performance by the orchestra in the summer. The next took place a few days later as part
of the 60th Pau Casals Festival of Prada de Conflent. On this occasion, the ONCA, in its chamber format
and under the direction of concert master Gerard Claret, was responsible for inaugurating the festival with
a varied programme including pieces by Montsalvatge, Mendelssohn, Shostakovich and a piano concert by
Mozart, with soloist Jean-Philippe Collard participating in this last piece.

The ONCA at the 60th Pau Casals Festival of Prada de Conflent

The ONCA in its classical format, under the direction of Marzio Conti, was also the guest orchestra as
the Cap Roig Gardens Festival, for the concert given by bagpiper Carlos Núñez. It should be noted that
this collaboration had already taken place four years ago, and on two occasions: the first, at the Peralada
Castle Festival and, a few months later, at the International Narciso Yepes Festival of Ordino. Another
outstanding concert by the ONCA in its chamber format was given as part of the 2011- 2012 season at
Girona Auditorium, the first time the orchestra had performed at this venue; direction
ˇ
was by concert
master Gerard Claret and the programme included three great sonatas by Dvorak, Tchaikovsky and Elgar.

The Andorran National Youth Chamber Orchestra (Jonca)
With the inclusion of new pieces in its repertoire and an increase in the number of its members
(now totalling twenty-three), in 2011 the Andorran National Youth Chamber Orchestra took on new
challenges aimed at strengthening this breeding ground for musicians of the future that celebrated
its tenth anniversary last year. The first was the Concert de Primavera (Spring Concert) at the
Claror Auditorium in Sant Julià de Lòria, under the direction of Gerard Claret, performing different
compositions by Boccherini, Warlock, Bartok and Genzmer.

The Jonca at the Concert de Primavera
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The other concert given by the Jonca to the Andorran public was the now traditional Concert de
Meritxell (Meritxell Concert), also under the baton of Gerard Claret. At this concert, held at the
National Auditorium of Andorra, the orchestra performed a programme with works by composers
such as Ricciotti, Mendelssohn, Barber and Britten.

121 participants
Concert de Primavera

213 participants
Concert de Meritxell

Jonca Soloists
With regard to the Jonca Soloists, as well as once again taking part in the International Narciso Yepes
Festival, they also performed as part of the Philharmonic Season of La Roca del Vallès in 2011. At the
church of Sant Sadurní in this town, a duet of soloist cellos performed three pieces by the composers
Haydn, Rossini and Kummer.

107 participants
Jonca Soloist concert at the
International Narciso Yepes Festival

50 participants
Performance as part of the
Philharmonic Season of La Roca del Vallès

Regarding the activities of the Jonca Soloists, also of note is the new pedagogical project started in
2011 and aimed at primary school children in the Principality: Musical tales. During these pedagogical
concerts, and with the aim of introducing pupils to the activity of music, a narrator and a musician
tell the story of a specific instrument.

776 school children
15 school groups took part
in 8 pedagogical concerts
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Ordino Festivals Association
The collaboration of the Fundació Crèdit Andorrà with the Comú (town council) of Ordino as part of
the activities organised by the Ordino Festivals Association was once again embodied by the traditional
Concert de Cap d’Any (New Year’s Eve Concert) and the concerts included in the International Narciso
Yepes Festival.

Concert de Cap d’Any
In 2011, the Symphonic Orchestra of El Vallès, under the baton of Rubén Gimeno, once again performed
at the National Auditorium of Andorra the traditional concert Festival de valsos i danses (Festival
of waltzes and dances) to celebrate the arrival of the New Year. As usual, the programme included
unmissable works and composers, such as Swan Lake by Tchaikovsky, the Napoleon March by J. Strauss
and Orpheus in the Underworld by J. Offenbach, among others.

498 participants
Concert de Cap d’Any

International Narciso Yepes Festival
The desire to reach a wide audience by combining different music genres and styles was the premise
underlying the programme presented by the Ordino Festivals Association as part of the twenty-ninth
International Narciso Yepes Festival. The Spanish pop rock group, Amaral, was in charge of inaugurating
the festival performances, held at the National Auditorium, with a concert in which the duo presented
compositions from their latest album, Hacia lo salvaje (Towards the wild).

Amaral presenting their latest album, Hacia lo salvaje
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The second concert, in this case at the Ordino parish church, starred the Jonca Soloists in double
quartet formation, performing a concert with two very different parts that could be deduced from the
title: De Telemann a Led Zeppelin (From Telemann to Led Zeppelin). In the first part, the Soloist String
Quartet played two compositions by the Baroque composer and, in the second, the Quartet Sound
Boulevard played versions of great rock and pop classics by artists such as Queen, Led Zeppelin, The
Doors, Bob Marley, Coldplay and the Red Hot Chilli Peppers.
The ONCA, in its classical format, was the formation responsible, for the first time to an Andorran
audience and at the Festival’s third concert, for giving a live performance of the well-known Fifth
Symphony by Beethoven; with Marzio Conti as its conductor and Gerard Claret as a soloist, in the first
part of the concert it played the overture from a Mendelssohn opera and a violin concerto by Mozart.
The last concert given as part of the International Narciso Yepes Festival brought Michel Camilo to the
Auditorium with Piano solo. Camilo, who first took part in the Festival five years earlier, performed a
jazz-style repertoire with influences from the Caribbean rhythms so typical of his homeland.

Michel Camilo at the International Narciso Yepes Festival

Details of attendance at the International Narciso Yepes Festival
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393
participants

107
participants

218
participants

217
participants

Amaral
concert

Jonca Soloists
concert

ONCA
concert

Concert by
Michel Camilo

Amics dels Orgues (Friends of Organs)
The Foundation collaborates with the Arch-Priesthood of Andorra in order to raise awareness of and
disseminate the particular features of the organ. After carrying out a wide range of initiatives over these
eleven years of collaboration, it was decided to unify the different proposals presented in different
seasons, such as the Summer Cycle, the Autumn Cycle and the Sant Esteve Concert, into programming
that would be carried out throughout the year. This led to the official establishment, in 2011, of the
International Organ Cycle of the Principality of Andorra.

International Organ Cycle of the Principality of Andorra
In 2011, the Festival decided to take a trip through the history of music via renowned organ pieces that
ranged from the 15th to the 21st century. The concerts were held from April to December and entrance
was free of charge although, in order to boost the initiative’s solidarity, a collection was made on three
occasions to benefit several NGOs in Andorra.
The first concert programmed starred the organ from the archpriest church of Sant Esteve in Andorra
la Vella. The performer, Ignacio Ribas, played compositions by different composers, essentially from
the 19th and 20th century, inspired by the religious context and specifically Gregorian chant. The
same setting was used for the fourth concert in the cycle, with the presentation of the cinema concert
The General; on this occasion it was Jürgen Essl who improvised music to accompany the screening of
Buster Keaton’s well-known silent film. The organ at Sant Esteve was also used for the Festival’s final
concert. The programme’s performer, José Luis Echechipía, collaborated with Estíbaliz Aldecoa, who
accompanied him on a harp for this concert of contrasts.
The organ at Sant Pere Màrtir in Escaldes-Engordany was the venue for the second and third concerts
in the cycle. At the first, Jonatan Carbó, on the organ, and Jordi Mestres, on the chirimía, played a
repertoire made up of arrangements of classical compositions and contemporary pieces composed for
these instruments. In the other concert, Gereon Krahforst played several works by Renaissance and
Baroque composers, alternating with his own improvisations in a range of styles and formats.

Jonatan Carbó in the organ and chirimía concert at Escaldes-Engordany
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Sant Iscle and Santa Victòria in La Massana and their Baroque organ were the venue for the Festival’s
other two concerts. In the first, compositions by Bach, Buxtehude and Bruhns, performed by Esteban
Landart, introduced the audience to the particular features of German Baroque. Finally, Francesc Pi,
on the organ, and Marià Franco Fuertes, on the tenora, provided a remarkable union of these two
instruments with a programme focusing on the Catalan repertoire of the 19th and 20th century,
inspired by popular compositions.

500 participants approximately
International Organ Cycle
of the Principality of Andorra

LET’S PUT ANDORRA ON THE STAGE
Andorran National Stage Foundation (ENA)
The Fundació Crèdit Andorrà’s cultural programmes have also focused their attention on stage arts.
Our status as patron of the Andorran National Stage Foundation, together with the government of
Andorra and the Comú (town council) of La Massana, has allowed us to give our support to various
actions in this field, particularly our continuing support for the ENA Season.
At the beginning of 2011, the ENA was also responsible for performing the show Química (Chemistry),
organised for the inauguration ceremony and start of the activities carried out in Escaldes-Engordany
as the Catalan Capital of Culture 2011. The director of this piece was Ester Nadal and it brought
together more than 70 people including musicians, dancers, actors and rhapsodes. The common thread
was a view of the past and present of our culture via dance, music, poetry and traditions.
Another action carried out by ENA was the presentation to the country and promotion abroad of the
co-production Badomies o moviments musicats de cinc faules de La Fontaine (Badomies or musicated
movements of five fables by La Fontaine), a montage of music and verse produced by ENA in collaboration
with the Reus Stage Arts Centre, the Main Theatre in Vilanova i la Geltrú and La Troca. Directed by
Ester Nadal and with Sergi Claret directing the music, this piece revolves around five traditional fables
by the writer Jean de La Fontaine and is based on the convergence of languages as words, music, dance,
acrobatics and video all come together on the stage. Among the activities carried out abroad by ENA,
we should mention the two performances of this work in the town of Foix.
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A scene from the performance of Badomies o moviments musicats de cinc faules de La Fontaine

2011 also saw the 14th Young Drama Fair, the Andorran youth drama event par excellence, with the
participation of 61 children and young people in the plays and workshops. The main aim of the fair in
2011 was to foster the pedagogical process and the critical spirit of young actors. To this end, one major
focus was learning, while young people also formed part of the jury judging the groups taking part.
Also collaborating in the exhibition were the Comú (town council) of Andorra la Vella and the Drama
Classroom, under the coordination of actress Irina Robles.

800
participants
Química (EscaldesEngordany, Catalan
Capital of Culture 2011)

650 participants at Foix
140
participants at
Sant Julià de Lòria

61 participants
Young Drama Fair

Badomies o moviments
musicats de cinc faules de La
Fontaine

31

Activities report 2011

ENA 2011 season at les Fontetes
The ENA Season cycle of performances is held every year at the Teatre de les Fontetes, in La Massana. The
first performance was Cuques (Bugs), a comedy by the company A4mans Teatre, written and directed
by Blanca Bardagil. The work is an ironic, humorous look at situations and young characters full of
humanity and with contemporary conflicts, based on anonymous protagonists the audience can identify
with. The actors were Iban Valero, Cristina Arenas, Nadina Campàs and the Andorran Boris Cartes.
The next performance corresponded to the show Ara estem d’acord estem d’acord (Now we agree we
agree), a co-production by the art association Indi Gest and the Teatre Lliure, based on the piece Dia de
partit (Game day) by David Plana, with the Andorran actor, Isaak Férriz, in the cast. This was directed
by Jordi Oriol, who is also the author of this work, conceived as a subtle critique of the world of football.
The third play performed in La Massana was Moren els contes (Dying tales). Written by the author from
Girona, Carles Mallol, and directed by Irina Robles, this production by the company An-danda-ra was
performed by actresses from this theatre group.
ENA ended its 2011 Season with a premiere of Soul Kitchen, a play produced by ENA itself and directed
by Hèctor Mas, with the script by him and Alfons Casal and performed with actors from Andorra. The
story, developed by combining traditional drama and new technologies, highlights the importance of
legends, in this case from Andorra, when we wish to reclaim our origins.

32

71
participants

99
participants

49
participants

103
participants

Cuques

Ara estem d’acord
estem d’acord

Moren els contes

Soul Kitchen
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