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Numbers and lines that unite,
the discovery of new contours that define shapes and profiles,
accompanying brushstrokes...
The union and combined work of people, initiatives, projects, resources, new IT tools... give
meaning and form to the Crèdit Andorrà Group to be able to accompany society with our
services in the area of corporate social responsibility.
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2 INTRODUCTION

O

ver the years, our desire to contribute to our country’s social development has led
us to constantly promote new activities and initiatives and to improve those already
implemented and that have been a remarkable success. Continuing with this same
approach, the work carried out in 2009 through the Crèdit Andorrà Foundation has been
extended and enriched. We on the Board of Trustees have decided to strive to foster the necessary
conditions so that this desire can become a reality. Accordingly, we have effectively identified
our desire to be involved in the growth of the country and its citizens, aware that this work of
service must be for everyone’s benefit and that our contribution must be a just reward for the
involvement and interest shown by the population of Andorra in the progress of its society.
The core of the Foundation’s work in 2009 has essentially focused on three broad fields to
which we have continuously dedicated our efforts over the years: support for society, education
and knowledge, and creativity and culture. We have worked hard in 2009, starting up new
lines of cooperation and carrying out projects drawn up beforehand, as well as establishing
new operational bases set up with the aim of improving already existing programmes and of
diversifying our proposals even further.
In the area of society we have maintained and developed the two big programmes related to
senior citizens and diseases of great social concern. In the former we should note the great
exposure of the proposals and actions carried out at L’Espai, the nerve centre of this programme,
especially with the inclusion of new courses and workshops, particularly the L’Espai Computer
Centre. With regard to diseases of great social concern, of particular importance is the inclusion
of diabetes on the list of illnesses that already formed part of the programme. Finally, and
regarding the third programme related to society, namely that of cooperation, we would like
to specifically mention the growing support for the National strategy for nutrition, sport and
health, promoted by the government.
In the field of education, one of the sectors we have paid particular attention to has been that
of subsidies and scholarships to undertake specialist or postgraduate studies, or fieldwork for
research. We would also like to highlight the growing collaboration between the Foundation
and the University of Andorra , this particularly taking the form of publications in 2009. Special
mention should also be made, in the area of educational programmes, of the Calvó Armengol
International Research Prize, as this year has seen the culmination of this initiative with the
awarding of this biennial prize for the very first time.
To complete this mention of the centres that have warranted our specific interest, we should
also note the cultural programmes. As on other occasions, music has played an important role
with activities carried out through our participation in the ONCA Foundation, the Friends
of the Organ Foundation of the Valls d’Andorra and in the Ordino Festivals Association, as
well as with other well-established initiatives, such as the awarding of the Carles Sabater Prize.
Another of the programmes where our support has grown in 2009 is stage arts, by means of
the initiatives of the Andorran National Stage Foundation. Finally, and among the many other
cultural activities carried out either by the Foundation itself or in cooperation with other
organisations or bodies, we would like to mention our participation in the publication of the
catalogue for the institutional exhibition Andorra, a profound and long voyage, presented by
the government of Andorra.
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We cannot end this introduction without repeating the firm commitment of the Crèdit Andorrà
Foundation to play its part in constructing the country’s present and future. This we have done
and continue to do by providing support for and promoting initiatives aimed at improving
the well-being and quality of life of our citizens, because what we want is a society based on
fairness and solidarity, with a constant spirit of service and excellence. Only with everyone’s
resolute contribution can we ensure a better world for both present and future generations. The
belief that we can contribute positively to achieving this collective goal leads us to assert that we
will continue, with a strong heart, our work of channelling and developing new initiatives and
actions.

The Crèdit Andorrà Foundation Board of Trustees
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3 SOCIAL PROGRAMMES

O

ur social programmes have always been one of the fields to which the Crèdit Andorrà
Foundation invests particular effort. The well-being of the population in general
is one of the actions to which we think we can and must contribute decisively and
effectively. We have given ourselves the duty of promoting programmes and of taking part in
actions that substantially improve the living conditions of all citizens in the Principality but especially of those who, due to their particular characteristics or specific needs, warrant additional
effort and special attention.
Consequently, in 2009 we continued to carry out our work in the three broad areas of
social work on which we focus our efforts. For the first, the area of senior citizens, we would
like to mention the consolidation of L’Espai with new activities on offer, which have enjoyed
growing participation. With regard to diseases of great social concern, in 2009 we incorporated
the Diabetes programme. Finally, we have also maintained our cooperation with associations
and organisations working in the field of social initiatives.

SENIOR CITIZENS
We believe that a life spent working and helping the country grow should be properly rewarded.
That’s why we continued to run our social programmes aimed at senior citizens throughout
2009. The interest and enthusiasm shown by the people taking part has also made us be more
demanding in terms of the range of activities and actions we offer and make available.

L’Espai: the nerve centre
After two years of operation, and in response to the success achieved in 2008, the premises
where the activities are carried out that are organised by the Foundation and the Senior Citizens
Voluntary Association hosted a growing number of initiatives in 2009. This year’s programme
was also a great success with a high rate of participation in the overwhelming majority of the
activities.

Students on the Catalan course
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L’Espai computer centre
This is undoubtedly one of the most successful L’Espai programmes. In view of its success, in 2009
we extended the usual facilities, comprising several beginner computer courses as well as courses
to further people’s IT knowledge, with different initiatives: an advanced computer course, which
goes into detail in the use of Windows applications, a PowerPoint workshop and a digital video
workshop. Senior citizens’ interest in new technologies has been fully demonstrated with this
last workshop, helping participants to discover the possibilities of the Power Director application.

Student at the L’Espai computer centre

L’Espai media library
We have continued to offer senior citizens the chance to attend other courses and various workshops at the L’Espai media library. Of note are the courses in oral and written Catalan and a
range of workshops, some well-established, such as drama, the one on the CASS portal and
another on nutrition (the fourth in 2009), with the addition of a workshop on the possibilities
offered by mobile phones and environment workshops, dealing with climate change and the
value of reduction, re-use and recycling.

Number of L’Espai participants

Year 2008

Year 2009

Computer courses and workshops

461

484

Other workshops and talks

371

413

Total

832

897

Among the other initiatives on offer at L’Espai, we would particularly like to mention the Intergenerational Week, which took place during the All Saints school holidays. Together, the young
and the elderly could learn about values and knowledge by means of different activities such as
storytelling and computer or origami workshops. Another outstanding L’Espai media library
activity was the talk at the Crèdit Centre building on measures aimed at senior citizens in the
new Social Security Act, which was of great interest.

12
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L’Espai volunteers centre
The Foundation has also given the necessary support to the Senior Citizens Voluntary Association (AVIM) to help them continue their activities properly and under better conditions.
The AVIM currently has more than 200 members over 60 years of age. Of these, around thirty
play an active role in running the L’Espai media library and help to organise activities for the
L’Espai computer centre.
Among the initiatives carried out directly by the L’Espai volunteers are various leisure and artbased workshops, cultural outings and cinema forums, as well as producing and circulating the
quarterly newsletter.

L’Espai at the Senior Citizen Fair
We were also present, via a L’Espai stand, at the sixth Senior Citizen Fair held in the autumn at the
Sala Prat del Roure in Escaldes-Engordany. This helped us to widely promote and provide details
on the different initiatives carried out by the L’Espai, providing information on the specific actions
aimed at senior citizens promoted by the Foundation as well as on the activities of the AVIM.

DISEASES OF GREAT SOCIAL CONCERN
The attention we have been paying for some time now to diseases of great social concern once
again warranted special dedication in 2009. The particular situation of those affected by these
diseases, as well as the impact on their environment, especially their immediate friends and
families, have led us to continue actions aimed at directly supporting sufferers and also at raising
citizens’ awareness of a reality we are not always sufficiently aware of.

Cancer
For the last four years, the Foundation and the Alba Group of the Andorra Women’s Association
have worked together on a breast cancer programme. However, aware that cancer continues to
be one of the most widespread diseases of great social concern, we at the Crèdit Andorrà Foundation thought it would be of great benefit to include a more generic view of the illness in 2009.
The high participation achieved by the two lectures given by renowned researchers, offered as
part of this programme, has confirmed the appropriateness of this initiative.
The first of the lectures, organised in collaboration with the Andorran-French Alliance, helped
to understand the essential role of research in the fight against cancer. Roland Bugat, Chairman
of the Pôle de Compétitivité Cancer-Bio-Santé, and Jean Escat, Chairman of the League Against
Cancer of the Southern Pyrenees, explained the latest advances in this kind of research and the
importance of cooperation between different disciplines in order to achieve positive results.
The second lecture, organised in collaboration with the Alba Group of the Andorra Women’s
Association, was given by the Director of the Epigenetics and the Biology of Cancer Programme
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of the Catalan Institute of Oncology, Manel Esteller. In his lecture, the speaker made it clear that
the discordance in how diseases with a genetic component develop might be partly explained by
each person’s more or less healthy habits, diet or way or life.
Also forming part of the work together with the Alba Group, in 2009 we organised a workshop to raise awareness concerning the most suitable foods for women affected by breast
cancer. The person running the workshop, dietician and nutritionist Maria Manera, alerted
participants of high risk behaviours related to diet and presented the compounds that might
help to prevent cancer.

Lecture on cancer by Manel Esteller, Director of the Epigenetics and the Biology of Cancer Programme of the Catalan
Institute of Oncology

Multiple sclerosis
Mercè Magriñà, therapist in bio-energetic analysis, ran the workshop organised by the
Foundation in collaboration with the TRANA Multiple Sclerosis Association, aimed at people
affected by this illness. She covered preventative aspects and presented skills and resources to
tackle the disease, such as learning movements to regain elasticity and relax tension, always with
the aim of improving the quality of life of sufferers.

Diabetes
In order to provide the widest possible range of lines of work through the Crèdit Andorrà
Foundation programme on diseases of great social concern, in 2009 we included a new disease:
diabetes. The first action carried out, together with the Andorran Diabetics Association, was
to organise the first Seminar on Diabetes in Andorra, where different doctors and specialists
presented the types of diabetes in existence, as well as the appropriate treatments and advances
made in this field, highlighting the essential role of diet for those suffering from this disorder.
This aim of this action was particularly informative in nature and it was open to the participation
of all citizens with a dual objective: to support diabetics and their families and to raise society’s
awareness of this disease that affects a very large number of people of all ages.

14

Activities Report 2009

Fibromyalgia
Once again we have continued our collaboration with the Association of Sufferers from Rheumatism, Fibromyalgia and Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (AMARE) by programming two activities. In the first, the specialist in clinical neurophysiology and sleep-related medicine, Javier Albares, explained the different sleep disorders that appear in people suffering from these diseases,
as well as the steps to be taken to ensure proper diagnosis and therapeutic treatment. The second
of the activities we carried out was the body relaxation workshop entitled Movement Awareness,
given by body therapist Glòria Lerin and aimed at people affected by fibromyalgia or chronic
fatigue syndrome, teaching different techniques to regain healthy postures, as well as to relax
tension and recover flexibility.

Javier Albares at the lecture on fibromyalgia and sleep disorders

SOCIAL COLLABORATION
Collaboration with associations and organisations working in the field of society is another of
the constant concerns of our Foundation. Among the actions carried out in this field, of note is
the publication of a guide to foster healthy habits.

National strategy for nutrition, sport and health
As part of the action plan of the National strategy for nutrition, sport and health (ENNES) set
up by the government of Andorra, and continuing with the cooperation started last year by
the Foundation, we have taken part in two specific actions, one of which being the publication
of a guide with practical tips to remain healthy and maintain a good quality of life. This
guide, entitled Practical tips for eating healthily and keeping active, has been produced by nine
specialists in diet, nutrition and sports medicine. Written in an entertaining style, it tells
readers how to ensure a varied, balanced diet and what kind of exercise is advisable to keep
in good shape. It also provides them with detailed information on the different food groups.
The Foundation has collaborated directly in disseminating this guide through the branches
of Crèdit Andorrà.
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The second action consisted of organising a lecture on how to achieve a balanced diet for
women. Abel Mariné, professor of nutrition and food science from the Pharmacy Faculty of
Barcelona University explained the role played by food in certain diet-related pathologies and
the nutritional requirements at each lifestage to ensure a balanced diet.

National Sport for Everyone Day
Also part of the ENNES, and for the second time, the National Sport for Everyone Day was held
on the penultimate Saturday in May, promoted by the Foundation and the Andorran government. On this occasion, senior citizens took pride of place. This day also coincided with the 8th
Sports Meet for residents of Andorra, the Alt Urgell and Cerdanya. Different activities were held
throughout the day aimed at senior citizens but in order to raise the awareness of the whole
population, via citizen involvement, regarding the need to carry out some kind of physical activity on a regular basis.

Prize-giving on the National Sport for Everyone Day

Crèdit Andorrà Foundation Scholarship Holders Association
As each year, in 2009 the Foundation supported the activities of the Crèdit Andorrà Foundation Scholarship Holders Association, including a lecture given by the doctor in medicine and
surgery, Vicenç Martínez Vecina, on the symptoms and clinical signs of obstructive sleep apnoea
syndrome and simple snoring, including their diagnosis and treatment.

Andorran Science Society
More than twenty professionals from business, education and public administration in Andorra
took part in the 15th Andorran Science Society Workshop. The topic covered in 2009, focusing
on the question What training for employment?, aroused great interest among participants and
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met the expectations for this activity. The workshop was organised by the Andorran Science Society with the collaboration of the Andorran government and the Crèdit Andorrà Foundation.
As part of this collaboration, the Foundation also took part in publishing the books Andorran
firms: what path? and The values of Andorran society today, which include all the talks and contributions from the different people who participated in the 13th and 14th Andorran Science
Society Workshops, respectively.

Andorra Special Olympics
In 2009 the Foundation also continued to support the Andorra Special Olympics as part of the
official sponsor agreement reached in 2007. Its aim is to provide specific and direct assistance
for the personal development of those suffering from mental disabilities by means of regular
sporting activities and by taking part in international competitions.
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4 EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMES

W

ith the belief that education is one of the essential pillars to the growth and good
development of society, at the Crèdit Andorrà Foundation we have continued to
work in 2009 on the different programmes started in previous years and have also
developed new initiatives already mentioned previously.
One of the essential aspects in our dedication to education is scholarships, either directly, those
awarded every year by the Foundation for studies in hotel, catering and tourism services or
for postgraduate training, or by supporting the aid programme for doctorate students given
by the Ministry of Education and Culture, as well as by sponsoring the Fulbright scholarships.
The other two areas we wish to highlight concerning educational programmes are, on the one
hand, the awarding of the first Calvó Armengol International Prize, and, on the other hand, the
continued collaboration, established five years ago, between the Foundation and the University
of Andorra.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Crèdit Andorrà Foundation Scholarships
The Foundation’s oldest programme provides scholarships for hotel, catering and tourism
studies, as well as postgraduate education. In 2009, we donated the necessary resources to
finance three scholarships for specialist studies in one of these areas essential to the Principality’s
economy, as well as three further scholarships to extend knowledge of other areas.
Among the candidates applying for scholarships in 2009 for hotel, catering and tourism training,
two were granted for degrees in tourism and hotel management in Barcelona.
Three scholarships were awarded in 2009 for postgraduate studies, two of which are for doctorates in
aeronautical engineering and biotechnology, in London and Cambridge respectively, and the third for
further studies in engineering, specialising in industry, by means of a masters given at Toulouse.

The new scholarship holders for 2009 awarded by the Crèdit Andorrà Foundation, with Antoni Pintat, Chairman of the
Board of Trustees and Josep Peralba, Chairman of the Delegate Committee, in the centre
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Fulbright scholarships
In 2009 the Crèdit Andorrà Foundation also co-sponsored two scholarships for young
Andorran graduates wishing to take postgraduate courses at North American universities. These
scholarships, which can be for a specialisation or doctorate, are awarded every year as part of
the cooperation agreement between the government of the Principality of Andorra and the
government of the United States of America.
Specifically, for the academic year of 2009-2010, the Fulbright Andorra Bilateral Committee
decided to renew a scholarship already awarded for 2008-2009 for a master in education at
Columbia University, and to award a new scholarship for a master in sports management at New
York State University.

Postgraduate scholarships
For the second consecutive year, we have taken part in the aid programme for doctorate students
awarded by the Ministry of Education and Culture. As part of this cooperative programme, aimed
at giving scholarships to young Andorrans who wish to extend their training in research, four people
with higher qualifications were offered our support in 2009. These subsidies for study culminate with
the students defending their doctoral thesis, thereby helping to strengthen Andorra’s scientific and
technological base and to promote a knowledge society.
The large number of applicants for these scholarships and the great interest of the applications meant
that it was very challenging to decide which scholarships should be awarded. One of the grants was
renewed, for studies in information and communication technologies at the Ramon Llull University
in Barcelona. The other three were to continue doctorate studies in contemporary history at Barcelona
University, in bioengineering at the Sarrià Chemical Institute and in social communication at Pompeu
Fabra University.

The new doctorate scholarship students with Joan Marc Miralles, Secretary of State for Higher Education and Research, on
the left, and Antoni Serrano, Director of Institutional Relations for Crèdit Andorrà, on the right
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Calvó Armengol International Prize
This award, created in 2008 by Barcelona Graduate School of Economics, the government of
Andorra and Crèdit Andorrà Foundation in memory of Antoni Calvó Armengol, the young
Andorran lecturer who died prematurely in 2007, is given every two years to an economist or
social scientist under 40 years of age for his or her contribution to the study of social interaction. In addition to a sum of 30,000 euros, the prize also involves the scientific direction of
a workshop with the participation of 20-25 young researchers from all over the world. This
science seminar will take place in Andorra in June 2010.
The winner of the first prize ever given is lecturer Esther Duflo, Professor of Poverty Alleviation and Development Economics at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. She is one
of the best-known development economists in the world and has pioneered the use of field
experiments in evaluating social programmes.

COOPERATION WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF ANDORRA
The cooperation agreement established between the Foundation and the University of
Andorra was five years old in 2009. The actions we carried out this year were related essentially to areas of action started in previous years, as well as certain issues aimed at disseminating knowledge.

Higher professional studies cycle
Once again, the Crèdit Andorrà Foundation has sponsored the higher professional studies cycle
organised by the Computer Sciences and Management School, dealing with areas of evident
interest to the country’s business development, such as robotics, marketing applied to points
of sale, knowledge management in business environments and problem analysis for decisionmaking.

Open opera
Another activity carried out by the University of Andorra that has once again been sponsored by our Foundation is the continued training course Open opera. This initiative,
directed by the Gran Theatre del Liceu in Barcelona, offers students a simple way to take
part in and broaden their knowledge of this area of music, as well as providing them with
expert guidance.
The performances shown live from the Liceu in 2009 for the academic year of 2008-2009
were Simon Boccanegra, by Verdi, L’incoronazione di Poppea, by Monteverdi, and Fidelio, by
Beethoven; those for the academic year of 2009-2010 programmed before the end of the year
were Król Roger, by Szymanowski, and Il Trovatore, by Verdi.
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Midwife training
In 2009 we continued to support the midwife training programme promoted by the University
of Andorra, with the academic cooperation of Barcelona University. This programme, started in
order to promote studies aimed at meeting the care needs of users of the Andorran public system
in this area of health, has started to produce the desired result, with the first two people sponsored
by the Foundation starting to work as midwives.

From left to right: Susanna Vela, Minister for Education and Culture, Cristina Pérez with the diploma in the specialty of
obstetrics and gynaecological nursing, and Daniel Bastida, Dean of the University of Andorra

Course in Andorran law
Another area where we have strived to collaborate with the University of Andorra is by
supporting the postgraduate in Andorran law. In addition to offering our assistance in terms
of carrying out the academic training, in 2009 we also contributed two new volumes from the
collection on Andorran law books, started in 2005 and the result of work by lawyers taking part
in this postgraduate, whose aim is to offer, in a single collection, the foundations of the different
areas in Andorran law.
The first of the volumes published (there are five in the collection), entitled Crimes against property,
analyses in depth aspects such as trends in property crime, rights upheld by the Constitution and
the doctrine of continuing violation applied to crimes against property; the most important part
is dedicated to an individualised examination of each of the different types of offence contained
in the Andorran Penal Code as crimes against property. The author is the doctor in law, Francesc
Badia Batalla, Episcopal official for more than twenty years and personal representative of the
Episcopal “co-princes” for the first few years after the Constitution was passed in 1993.
International civil law of the Principality of Andorra. Volume 2. Person, family, succession and wills
is the title of the second volume published in 2009. Ramon Viñas Farré, an expert in Andorran
law, who has provided, for law students, the teaching material for the course on international
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civil law as part of the postgraduate in Andorran law, dedicates this book to the study of different
issues regarding physical persons and their protection: related to marriage, effects and problems of
marital crisis; filiation by nature or adoption; the problems of maintenance and, finally, succession
due to death and trust.
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5 CULTURAL PROGRAMMES

C

ultural programmes have always formed a part of the core of our work throughout the
Foundation’s history. With perfectly well-established projects, our task is essentially to
make them grow, working to improve them and ensure they reach all sectors of society.
Disseminating our actions and cultural knowledge allows us to help enrich citizens at a personal
level and provide the necessary environment for creativity to develop.
The Foundation’s support has once again been decisive and multifarious with regard to music. Warranting major attention on our part were the activities of the ONCA Foundation, the
Ordino Festival Association and the Friends of the Organ Foundation, with direct and sizeable
involvement on the part of Crèdit Andorrà Foundation in all these, as well as the awarding of the
Carles Sabater Prize. We have also striven to promote stage arts by taking part in the Andorran
National Stage Foundation and cooperating with other notable cultural initiatives promoted by
different organisations or associations.

MUSIC
Andorran National Classical Orchestra Foundation (ONCA)
As patrons of the ONCA Foundation, together with the Andorran government, we have
continued to carry out different projects that, in many cases for several years, have warranted
specific attention on our part, fully justified due to the success achieved and for the relevance
they have acquired over time. Both the activities of the ONCA, in classical or chamber format,
enjoying their 16th season in 2009, as well as the JONCA and their soloists, have deserved our
full support throughout the year.

Cycle of ONCA concerts in Andorra
In 2009 the ONCA programme included around twenty performances, almost half of which
being held in Andorra. Chronologically, the first was the Sant Antoni Concert at La Massana,
where the ONCA chamber orchestra, extended with four wind instruments, played two chamber symphonies by the composers Felix Mendelssohn and Wolfgang A. Mozart. The second
performance by ONCA, in chamber format and with Gerard Claret, its concert master and
conductor, took place at Canillo in the Snow Concert; in addition to playing a chamber symphony by Felix Mendelssohn and another by Dmitri Shostakovich, the orchestra also performed
Andante for violin and strings by Sergio Rendine for the first time, the result of a commission by
Gerard Claret.
The ONCA’s first performance in Andorra in 2009 in its classical format took place for the
Easter Concert at the National Auditorium of Andorra. The ONCA played, for the first time
in Andorra, the Passion according to Saint John, BWV245, by Johann Sebastian Bach, one of
the orchestra’s latest and most outstanding productions. The concert included soloists Gerard
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Claret, Sylvie Reverdy, Maria Elena Medina and Jordi Reguant, as well as the Càrmina Choir
from Barcelona and soloist singers Joan Cabero, Xavier Mendoza, Maria Hinojosa, Oriol Rosés,
Josep Pizarro and Toni Marsol, under the direction of Fernando Marina.
The ONCA also performed in classical format at Escaldes-Engordany for the Summer Concert.
The traditional Italian Night gave way to The Creation by Franz Joseph Haydn, a co-production
between the ONCA and the Festival Pau Casals de Prades to commemorate the bicentenary of
the composer’s death. Taking part in the concert were the Chamber Choir from the Palau de la
Música Catalana and soloists Maria Hinojosa, Albert Casals and Marc Pujol, under the baton
of Marzio Conti. During this concert, a fragment of the opera by Sergio Rendine was also performed for the first time, with a libretto by Albert Villaró, Charlemagne’s Dream, commissioned
by the ONCA Foundation.
The traditional concert in the gardens of the Casa de la Vall can be classified as different and
distinctive, as it offered a mixture of jazz by Triphasic, a group made up of Llibert Fortuny,
Gary Willis and David Gómez, with the strings of the ONCA, in chamber format and under the
orders of Gerard Claret. In the concert, entitled Triphasic with the ONCA, we could admire the
arrangements of Llibert Fortuny that enabled a dialogue between two very different groups that
nonetheless proved that they could be perfectly complementary.

During the Santa Cecília concert

The last two performances by the ONCA in Andorra, in addition to its participation, twice, in
the International Narciso Yepes Festival, were for the Santa Cecília Concert and the Christmas
Concert. The orchestra played in chamber format both at the first, with the participation of the
Children’s and Youth orchestras from the Institute of Music and Dance of the Comú of Andorra la
Vella, and at the second, held jointly with the National Choir of Little Singers of Andorra.
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ONCA concert cycle abroad
As part of its Sundays at the Palau, the Palau de la Música Catalana hosted a performance by the
ONCA, in its classical format, of the Passion according to Saint John, BWV 245, by Johann Sebastian
Bach, also presented in Andorra at the Easter Concert, mentioned above. Another performance
by the ONCA in classical format at the Palau de la Música Catalana took place for the 14th cycle/
competition of Primer Palau. Under the baton of Marzio Conti and with a programme made up
of compositions by F. J. Haydn, C. Ph. E. Bach, G. Bottesini and D. Shostakovich, it supported the
performances of young soloists Pablo Lago, Laia Bobi, Emilio Yepes and Noelia F. Rodiles.
As part of the Festival Pau Casals de Prades, the ONCA presented The Creation by Franz Joseph
Haydn at the church of Saint Pierre de Prades, a production by the ONCA and the Pau Casals
Festival that marks the start of a collaboration intending to co-produce one concert per season
for the next 3 years, also mentioned above as it was presented in Andorra at the Summer Concert to commemorate the bicentenary of the composer’s death. On this occasion the soloists
were Marta Mathéu, Albert Casals and Marc Pujol.
Also in classical format, the ONCA performed twice in the summer of 2009 as a guest orchestra
at the Castell de Peralada Festival; the first time at the lyric gala offered by Josep Bros and Leo
Nucci, under the direction of Roberto Rizzi Brignoli, and later at the performance given by José
Cura, conducted on this occasion by Mario de Rose.

José Cura at the Castell de Peralada Festival

The ONCA also performed at other locations in Catalonia in 2009, of note being its participation, as a classical orchestra, at the International Music Festival of Cambrils, under the baton of
Marzio Conti and with the contribution of soloist Mireia Pintó, playing compositions by W. A.
Mozart and Manuel de Falla. We should also mention the chamber concert that took place at
Barcelona Council, organised by the Catalan Council of the European Movement, performing
works by Felix Mendelssohn, Pau Casals and Sergio Rendine.
To end this section, we would also like to add the concert offered for the Andorran Embassy in
Portugal, given by the ONCA as a chamber orchestra and under the baton of concert master and
conductor Gerard Claret at the Mosteiro dos Jerónimos in Lisbon, playing different compositions by Felix Mendelssohn, Dmitri Shostakovich and Sergio Rendine.
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Concert cycle in the Petit Palau
2009 saw the fifth season of chamber concerts by the ONCA at the Petit Palau, consolidating
the orchestra’s presence at the Palau de la Música Catalana in Barcelona. The aim of this cycle
is to create a stable location to present the ONCA’s work in the capital of Catalonia and we are
therefore committed to developing this crucial initiative in promoting the orchestra.
As on other occasions, the cycle focused on programming four different concerts. L’ONCA convida, aimed at promoting young artists, with the participation of cellist Pau Codina; L’ONCA
presenta, where renowned soloists usually perform, on this occasion with Toni Garcia on the
double bass and the programme including the world premiere of the work Andante by Sergio
Rendine; L’ONCA estrena, presenting the new work Concertino for clarinet and orchestra by Jesús
Rodríguez Picó, with Josep Fuster on the clarinet; and finally L’ONCA proposa, which usually
involves an eclectic and innovative performance, in 2009 performing the same concert as the
one in the gardens of the Casa de la Vall, with saxophonist Llibert Fortuny heading the Triphasic
group.

The Andorran National Youth Chamber Orchestra (JONCA)
The Andorran National Youth Chamber Orchestra continued to work at a good pace in 2009.
Firstly, we should note the inclusion of new musicians in the group, increasing the number to 18
and giving this orchestra of young musicians the chance to extend their range.
Among the performances given as part of their usual activity, we should first mention the traditional Meritxell Concert that took place at the National Auditorium of Andorra under the
baton of Gerard Claret, performing Symphony no. 1 for strings in C major by Felix Mendelssohn,
St. Paul’s Suite by Gustav Holst and Sinfonietta by Harald Genzmer. This same programme was
also offered in a concert at the Aula Magna of the Victòria dels Àngels Music School in Sant
Cugat del Vallès, in Catalonia.

During the Meritxell Concert with the JONCA
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We should also mention the work of the JONCA soloists, who have performed at different
institutional and private events. In 2009 the number of soloists increased from eight to ten,
broadening their ability to perform different works as well as the group’s programming
possibilities. Among the activities carried out, of note is their participation in the International
Narciso Yepes Festival as a quintet, a performance that is mentioned in the section of this report
dedicated to this Festival.

Ordino Festivals Association
Our collaboration with the Comú of Ordino by means of the Ordino Festivals Association continued once more with the two events that are eagerly awaited by music fans every year, the New
Year’s Concert and the International Narciso Yepes Festival.

New Year’s Concert
Once again, classical music fans were able to enjoy the traditional New Year’s Concert at the
National Auditorium of Andorra. As on other occasions, this concert, entitled Festival of waltzes
and dances, was given by the Symphonic Orchestra of El Vallès, under the baton of Salvador
Brotons. As is usual for this concert, the programme was made up of dances and waltzes, the first
part containing pieces by Franz von Suppé, Bedrich Smetana and Pyotr Illyich Tchaikovsky, and
the second completely dedicated to waltzes and polkas by Johann Strauss.

During the New Year’s Concert

International Narciso Yepes Festival
The International Narciso Yepes Festival, renowned as an open, eclectic and high quality festival
that includes a range of composers, from the most famous classical works to contemporary
popular music, celebrated its 27th year in 2009.
The Foundation has also supported this initiative, one of the longest running on the Andorran
music scene, through the Ordino Festivals Association.
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On this occasion the initiative included five concerts given during the month of October, the
first of which contained four masterpieces in counterpoint: the Brandenburg concerts no. 2, 3, 4
and 5 by Johann Sebastian Bach. These were performed by the Camerata Amsterdam, under the
baton of Jeroen Weierink and with the participation of the prestigious flutist Claudi Arimany
as soloist.
During this cycle we were also privileged to hear, on two occasions, the National Classical
Orchestra of Andorra. At the first concert of the festival, Bolero and other favourite classics, the
ONCA was conducted by Marzio Conti and benefitted from the presence of guest violinist
Alexandre Da Costa. The programme included pieces by Sergei Prokofiev and Pyotr Illyich
Tchaikovsky, as well as the famous Bolero by Maurice Ravel.
The JONCA soloists took part halfway through the festival by offering a quintet for strings by
Franz Schubert, under the art direction of Gerard Claret (with the participation of Sergi Claret
and Àlex Arajol on the violin, Sílvia Garcia on the viola and Daniel Claret and Mireia Planas
on the cello), as well as a quintet for piano by Robert Schumann (with the presence of Francesc
Planella and Josep Martínez on the violin, Elias Porter on the viola, Jordi Claret on the cello and
Míriam Manubens on the piano).
The two most eclectic proposals were programmed for the last two concerts in the festival. The
first brought to the stage the sisters Katia and Marielle Labèque on the piano and the singer
Mayte Martín. De fuego y de agua is the title of the album they have recorded together and presented at the concert, offering an easily accessible view of popular flamenco music, with compositions by the singer as well as other traditional songs and even some by renowned classical
composers.
The end note to the festival was provided by the ONCA, conducted by concertmaster Gerard
Claret and with the collaboration of the National Stage of Andorra, presenting Pròxima estació,
Vivaldi!, a show with music, dance and poetry to represent The Four Seasons by Vivaldi, with
stage direction by Aina Tur. Designed by Ester Nadal and Toni Gómez, the show magically and
subtly used the forms of poetry and dance.

During the performance of Pròxima estació, Vivaldi!
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Friends of the Organ Foundation
As every year, the Arch-Priesthood of Andorra and the Crèdit Andorrà Foundation have worked
hard, through the Friends of the Organ Foundation of the Valls d’Andorra, to disseminate the
artistic possibilities of this instrument and of music composed or adapted for the organ.

International Organ Cycle
2009 saw the 10th International Organ Cycle. To celebrate, the cycle entitled Nations was
programmed, including compositions from authors from the six countries where organ music
has always taken pride of place: France, Italy, Holland, Germany, Austria and Spain.
The cycle consisted of four concerts. The first, The symphonic organ in France: romanticism
and contemporariness, allowed us to admire the mastery of the organist in charge of the great
organ of Notre Dame in Paris, Olivier Latry, an excellent performer who surprised those
attending with a final improvisation. The second concert which, like the first, took place at
Sant Esteve in Andorra la Vella, was called Paths of Spain and was by Ignacio Ribas, official
organist for this organ, and by the brass quintet Spanish Brass. This concert saw the world
premiere of the work Eccentric by Vicente Roncero. The church of Sant Pere Màrtir in EscaldesEngordany hosted the third concert, in which Matteo Imbruno, in charge of the organ of
Oude Kerk in Amsterdam, offered us the programme Italy and Europe: ties and influences. The
closing concert for the cycle starred the organ of Sant Iscle and Santa Victòria in La Massana,
entitled The organ in Germany and Austria (17th-19th centuries). In this case it was Raúl
Prieto, organist for the National Auditorium of Madrid, who was in charge of performing the
pieces programmed.

Autumn Organ Cycle
Through the Friends of the Organ Foundation of the Valls d’Andorra we collaborated in the
third Autumn Organ Cycle in La Massana. Four concerts were also programmed, held in the
months of October and December, the fourth of which included guitarist Albert Pià. The
guest organists were Jesús Gonzalo López, Daniel Oyarzabal, Miquel González and Benjamin
Righetti.

Cinema concert
With this interesting combination of artistic genres, and to commemorate the festival of Saint
Stephen, the church of Andorra la Vella hosted a new initiative related to organ music, which
the Foundation supported. The organist Ferruccio Bartoletti was responsible for this concert,
offering a live musical performance during the projection of Metropolis by Fritz Lang, a film
declared of World Heritage by UNESCO.
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Carles Sabater Prize
In 2009 the Foundation also cooperated with the Centre of Catalan Culture, providing the prize
money for the eleventh Carles Sabater Prize for the best song of the year in Catalan. This prize is
one of the leading awards on the Catalan music scene and its main aim is to support the creation
and dissemination of contemporary music in Catalan.
In addition to the diversity and quality of the songs presented, also of note in 2009 was the significant increase in participation, as the authors of 73 songs decided to compete for the prize,
more than double the number for the previous year. The winner was Anna Roig i l’Ombre de
Ton Chien, with the song Corro sota la pluja, while Projecte Bu came second with the composition Giro, giro, giro... The prizes will be given in Andorra in 2010, when the winning songs will
be presented to the public.

Anna Roig i l’Ombre de Ton Chien

In fact, in June 2009, at the Sala Apolo in Andorra, the two winning groups of the 10th
prize gave concerts - the first prize going to the group Anímic and the second to the band
known as DO.

THEATRE
Andorran National Stage Foundation (ENA)
Once again the Crèdit Andorrà Foundation has taken part in the Andorran National Stage
Foundation as sponsors, together with the Andorran government and the Comú of La
Massana, in the area of culture related to the creation and promotion of stage arts. The
programming of the ENA Season, the dissemination of its own productions, support for
young creators and collaboration with other organisations have been the focus of our work
in 2009.
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The ENA programme
The ENA 2009 Season included two performances at the Theatre de les Fontetes in La
Massana. The first was a dramatised reading of the work Hòmens de palla, dies de vent, by
Manuel Pérez Berenguer, winner of the 50th Crèdit Andorrà Anniversary Theatre Prize,
given during the 31st Andorran Literary Night. This work, which follows the modern
canons of metatheatre, namely theatre within theatre, was directed by Jordi Llop and
read by actors living in Andorra. The second performance which, like the first, is an ENA
production, was a poetry and music recital entitled Quartet dels mals endreços, presented
last season on the same stage although with a slightly different format, entitled Música i
paraula. It was directed by Ester Nadal with the participation of Joan Ollé and the musicians
Toti Soler, Lluís Cartes and Marc Prat.

Joan Ollé during the poetry and music recital Quartet dels mals endreços

Another notable activity by the Andorran National Stage in 2009 was the organisation of a
tour presenting this last production, Quartet dels mals endreços, throughout Catalonia. Caldes
d’Estrac, Calella, Prats de Lluçanès, Parets del Vallès, Palau-Solità i Plegamans, Vilafranca del
Penedès, Cardedeu and Santa Eulàlia de Ronçana were the towns hosting this show which
is unique and unrepeatable, as each performance is created in an atmosphere and words are
spoken that are created at that time and will never be the same again. These performances have
publicised the work of ENA, as well as highlighting its creative talent.
What we classified in 2008 as one of the ENA’s great challenges, namely the production of
Tennessee Williams’ play A streetcar named desire and its premiere at the Theatre Comunal in
Andorra la Vella, in 2009 continued with a tour to present this first individual production by
the ENA, in a version directed by Ester Nadal. After starting the tour at the Sala Muntaner in
Barcelona, from 9 to 25 January, the show could be seen in October and November in Mallorca,
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Sant Joan Despí, Vilafranca del Penedès, Prat de Llobregat, Barberà del Vallès and Cerdanyola del
Vallès and was a great success with audiences. The production and presentation of this essential
play from contemporary theatre has led to the recognition of the seriousness and quality of the
ENA’s work and has promoted this around Catalan theatre circuits.

Manuel Pérez reading the work Hòmens de palla, dies de vent

Other ENA activities
In addition to focusing on the production and presentation of its own productions, the ENA has
also regularly taken part, since it was created, in the co-production of various shows. In 2009,
the Andorran National Stage and the dance and theatre company Líquid Dansa joined forces to
bring to life the project Un somni amb René Magritte, in reference to the well-known surrealist
painter and his ability to alter what the viewer sees. The proposal consisted of a work in progress
with Toni Gómez, based on an adaptation of the work Somni de dones de la Mediterrània, carried
out by this choreographer and the group Paranoies. The result of this work in dance and drama
was presented in May at the Theatre de les Fontetes in La Massana. In this section we should
also mention the 12th Demonstration of Young Theatre, another activity we have taken part in,
for the second consecutive year, by means of the ENA Foundation. This display is aimed at all
amateur drama groups in Andorra - in school, after school or independent - that put on plays
in Catalan on any theme and of any genre and whose members are aged between 6 and 25. The
coordination and technical direction was by the theatre company Somhiteatre. The demonstration was held at the Sala de la Closeta in La Massana, a place that also hosted an important new
initiative for this event: the organisation by the ENA of a free training course given by the prestigious pedagogue Peter Gadish, for the teachers in charge of the groups. The aim of this initiative is to help drama teachers have the best resources to teach this discipline to their pupils and
to make a qualitative leap in drama teaching and in the works presented at the demonstration.

CULTURAL COOPERATION
In 2009, the Crèdit Andorrà Foundation cooperated with the government of Andorra in two
publications focusing on disseminating the country’s history: a publication on the history of
the Andorran press and the catalogue for the exhibition Andorra, a profound and long voyage.
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History of the Andorran press
Promoted by the government through the National Library, the book Història de la premsa
andorrana (1917-2005) provides, in detail and exhaustively, headlines from the country’s newspapers from their origins up to the present day. The authors of this publication are Jaume Guillamet, professor of journalism at Pompeu Fabra University and Carles Pont, doctor in social
communication and lecturer at the same university. The Crèdit Andorrà Foundation decided
to support this initiative as it deals with knowledge of our recent past and its influence on the
growth and development of Andorran society in general, something that perfectly matches our
desire to help society develop better.

Andorra, a profound and long voyage
Under this title, in the month of April at the government’s exhibition rooms, an exhibition was
opened whose objective was to provide a thorough study of the identity and heritage of Andorra.
The Foundation collaborated in this initiative, organised by the government, by providing the
necessary support to publish the catalogue Andorra, a profound and long voyage. This project is the
result of work by more than thirty scholars, whose writings fittingly complement and illustrate the
display of documents, pieces of art and other objects that go to make up most of the exhibition.
Due to the way in which it has been designed and made, this catalogue is destined to become a vital
source of information for students, scholars and anyone wishing to know more about the collective identity and memory of our country.
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